High prevalence of hepatitis C virus antibodies in a local haemophiliac population.
Non-A, non-B hepatitis is common among individuals with clotting factor deficiencies who have had multiple exposures to replacement concentrate. Newly introduced screening tests for hepatitis C virus antibody make it possible to determine the prevalence of this entity in defined populations. In 68 haemophiliac patients attending the Groote Schuur Hospital clinic, 44 were shown to be positive (65%). There was no significant correlation between seropositivity for this agent and severity of the bleeding disorder, age or elevation of the liver enzyme values.